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Abstract

We collect and put together few multiplets in which few jaids (surnames) of Khasi-Jaintia tribes of Meghalaya, of India, combine, in this paper..
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Introduction

One fine Sunday Morning, the author was taking tea in a
restaurant with his two friends, when the owner came to serve
the tea. She started talking to one friend while serving. As she
went off, the friend told us the following: "I know her. My jaid
is X. Her jaid is Y. We are the same." Then as the author asked
more, he explained "we are like brothers, sisters. The people
from the two jaids i.e. X and Y do not get married." As we
finished tea and got dispersed, the question keeps on coming
back to the author, what about other jaids, "1? The author
started asking whoever he gets on the way, securities, taxi
drivers, shop owners,.... “what is your jaid?”, "What is the jaid
kajo?" (meaning what is the same jaid?). To the second
question, answers were varied. Some people told straight "Ym
tip" (meaning I do not know), most people came out generously

to share the jaids they themselves belong to in a multiplet.

Moreover it came out the sameness (in some cases "teh-kur")

of the jaids may be as

1. They might have started off from the same place, or

2. They were the daughters of the same mother. Moreover,
one friend commented that the multiplets can contain at
best twelve jaids.

In physics, we are familiar with SU(2), SU(3), SU(5)..
multiplets as well as yet to be found out supersymmetry
multiplets, N=1, N=2, N=3, N=4,., N=§, [ 3 N=I
supersymmetry multiplet is a pair. N=2 multiplet is a pair of
two pairs. Looking for pair, pair of pairs,.., we find the
following:
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Discussion

The person who told me about the jaid Nongbsaw said the
following. He hails from a place called Mawkyrwat. They have
not migrated to any other place like Nongstoin or Ribhoi of
Meghalaya i.e. one meets the people with the surname
Nongbsaw in Mawkyrwat only. That's why the title Nongbsaw
is alone, unpaired. Another friend told that they were originally
in Mylliem. Their jaid was Mylliem Umlong. Then they have
migrated to Dam side, barapani. Their title there became
Marbaniang. One another friend told me that his great, great,
grandmother was from Mawphlang, where the Sacred Grove
forest is situated. She was of the jaid Lyngdoh Mawphlang. She
had eleven daughters. They had migrated to eleven different
places in the Khasi-Jaintia region. As a result he belongs to a
multiplet of twelve jaids, "Khmah Lyngdoh Mawphlang". One
another friend told me about the title Ryndem. Originally it was
Ryndem only. From there, originated the jaids Kharkongwor
and Lyndem. But some set of people prefer to use Ryndem
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instead of the two derived jaids Kharkongwor and Lyndem.
That's why the corresponding multiplet contains three jaids
instead of two. He told also that some people think that it was
Lyndem earlier, Ryndem and Kharkongwor have originated
from Lyndem. It seems plausible that one jaid breaks into two,
two break into four, four break into eight. As a result of vestiges
of the past, multiplet of two (like N=1) for some jaids appear
as multiplet of three jaids, multiplet of four jaids (like N=2)
appear for some jaids as multiplet of five, six, seven jaids,
multiplet of eight jaids (like N=3) appear for some jaids as
nine,ten,eleven,twelve jaids.

Further
Kapulare and Lamare sound similar. The jaid Lamare is from
Jaintia and the jaid Kapulare is from Ri bhoi, on the way to
Jaintia. Was it that at one point of time these two jaids were
part of a bigger multiplet,
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multiplet breaking into two N=2 and N=1 multiplets)?
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